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Good News Bears

The second coming of Guided By Voices hits its glorious stride

HE LEGENDARY CHURCH OF BOB

First erected in Robert Pollard’s honor some-

time circa the mid-"90s, it remains one of r¢ ek ‘n’ roll’s most enduring monu-

ments to cult fandom. Among its many crowded pews and fire-hazardous aisles,

I have long stood a pious believer-

-though not, I must confess, analtogether unquestioning

one. Heaven knows the inviolably prolific Pollard has issued forth plenty of solo records

and side projects, particularly in the past decade, that have cast some shadow of doubt
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Boys' Smiley Smile. “Sir Garlic Breath” stirs de-
licious friction between the abstract grit of "A
Big Fan Of The Pigpen” and the creamy-sweeat
likes of the earliest “Peep-Hole” demo, while
“ABurning Glass” is one of the most disoriant-
ing depressants Pollard’s ever gotten on tape.

True, the clearest points of reference here
are from Guided By Voices' own past, and
what's great about English Little League very
much preaches to the choir. (Fast Japanese
Spin Cycle enthusiasts, for exampla, will be
thrilled to know that “Reflections In A Mental
Whistle"” reiterates Pollard’s interest in the Far
East and plano abuse.) But it's nevertheless
clear this crew is ready to welcome some new
converts once more. —Jakob Dorof




